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Je!'ferao.... -J'a.ekson Day Dinner
The Armory, Wi.lm1Dgton1 Deln.varc

Sa'turCll\Y, May 15, 1965

I come here 'this afternoon by plo.na.
flight.

It 1s :most:cy over Democratic te1-ri tory--in Maryland and 1n
Not that you can recognize Democrats :from the air.

Delt\wa1·e.

co.n s

It io a very pleasant

But ya..t

the ha11mn.rko of the Democmtic Party--anoka r1D1ng frm busy

1nduotr1al planta and fins cropD on rich fDl'\nlando .

I
tho Party.

Ja.cblon

\lUG

ol.ao going to claim tbe bcau't\f

But there are l:imits to part1o8118hip--e

Dn.Y Dinner.

politico.

n o.t a Jeffersona.nd inlet.:l io abo

'l'h1s lovel\1 stretch of

s give point to the

llcvcrtheleas, Delaware's Biviera

President' o suggestion that we opend o
Str.\toa .

ot the ]);)lnvarc beaches for

tra

l dollAra 1n the United

So fo.1· o.s I can see, these beachoa ha

tha.t you find on the Frencll RiViera except,

just about everything

J:ha.po,

~ridget

B3rdot.

It there are aey travel dollars to spare here--atte1· this dinner

ia pa.id for--I urge you to Visit Montana--tlle nation'• Treaaure State. We
have magnificent mountains and lakes and gr

t pla.inD and

lot of de:.lOCra.ts.

e do not havo on ocean but w do have more oceon-aoins adoirols per capita
in tho Ibvy than any other State in the Union.

e ore dravn together, toni8ht 1 in

political ge.therill8 •

It

honora tvo of the great historic f:l@lreo of the Iio.tional Detloc:ratie Party.

But, in a acnae, it honors al.l party embors--thoso who are
those vho work to get them el.ectcd.

el~ct.ed

and

Here in Wilmington, this dinner honors

y-our dist1:ngu1sbed governor , your able Congressman, your outstanding

mayor and the ma.oy other Democre.ta vho lead this State 1n consonance
with the great national de!nocra.tic tradition.
And this dinner honors all

even i:f you have to pay for it.

ot

yO'.t

dec:locre.ts who are in attendance,

lor, in all seriousness, in the end there

is no Dl!mocrat.ic Party here or anywhere else 1 in the eense we lmow it,

unless there are men and women in great numbers vho are prepared to g1 ve

their time 1 their eners:r, their devoticn and tbeir mooey for the cause of
clecent and honorable and etfec'tive government 1n the United Statee .
As ve meet tonight, w'ben the nation is at a pinnacle o'f econanic

proeperity and tbe Democratic Par-cy at a pinnacle
I ask you to think

or

an earlier period .

or

poll tical prosperity I

It used to be 1 not so long ago

that maey of us cannot remember, tbat these Jefferson-Jackson Dinners were

occasions 1 primarily, for mutual commiseration and reaaeuranca.

We knew1

or rather1 we hoped that saDe d.e;y the people ot the nation would again turn
to tho Deocratic Part,y for nat ional leadership.

all there was to hold the national party together .

That hope was just about
'lbat period vas--as

the present era is - -an era of great proeperity far the nation.

one big differ ence:
I t vas 1929.

There was

It was also an era ot Republican Party prosperity.

'1'o the Republicans of that time there vas not a cloud on the

horizon .
And then look vbat bappened.
in Bovamber last year.

Look what happened to them again

I ask you not to laugh at the Republican experience

-+

"tut rat.ber to learn f'rom 1 t.

Dan' t deriaa tbeir predicament but con·

centrato on seeing to it tbat ve do not t'all into it.
In short, I urge you--e.s Democrats--to learn to live wilt.b
political prosperity', not on it.

As Democ:rata, it iu more 1JIIpor.tant to

preserve the public confidence which n have earned than to entrench the
poli't ical power wl11ch it has brouaht.
We have had great publio accoptance for three decades .

areater nov than in

mtUl,Y

yeara .

Wb;y 414 w -rg& frm the November

electicn vith a Daaoivc De:Docratic victoi7Y
or electronic gir:lclcks wre better.
photogen1~

Bot because our e.lectioaeering

Uot bocause our candidates vere care

than Repul:tlicana , althougll that

Certa1 nl;y net because n

It is

have been incidental.ly true .

bae. more money for campaigns ,

The fact ic that this nat1oo ha.a been in a period ot general

Decoeratic o.scen.aency wh:1ch has persisted through three c!ecadea .

one key reaoon for that pe,rsiatenca.

'nlent ia

The nation baG turned to our party

becauoe we learned or ratter relearned, one thing durill8 t.he twenties.
'lbe oppoaitian knev 1 t a.t an earlier time and began to torset it even as
we began to

relearn 1 t.

We laa...-ned and we learnad tbe bat-d. way, that beyond

all else, it io a sincere and dedicated service to all tbe pttople that

counta vi th the people.
We learned in the

lo~

years in the v114erneas that political.

ideala without organization and unity are not enough.

And wa l.earned that

organization and unity vitbout dedicated ideals are not enough.
to put tbe two tosetber and to put both to work

We learned

tor the people ot

the nation.

Through these years of Democratic ascendancy 1 the political

problema which have confronted ua have changed, e\l'en as the needs
nation and ita people

ba~

. cb&J:lged.

o~

the

And through the yean, the Democratic

Party h&a had ideals rooted in the weUare ot all the people with which

to meet these changing problems and theae needa. .And through the years,
ve have found the dedicated leadership to

supp~

energy to overec:me the problems and the needs.

the initiative and the

In short,

responsibilities of partvr government in this nation.

w have mat the

We b&ve not been

vi tbout shortcaai:QSs, not w1 tbout failures, not w1 tbout imperfecticms.

'1'be truth is--e.nd it is as true at a Jefferson-Jaekaon
is an a Lincoln

DalY dinner as it

DaiY picnic--that there are no pre-packaged perfections,

no guaranteed successes in the political lUe of the nation.
our mistakes.

We have made

We vill make more.

But tor the past thirty years, as a p arty in tbe major1

v

and

in tba m1nor1t,y, we have met our reaponaibilities to the people of the

nation and w have met them well.

The people of the nation in increasing

numbers have recognized that this party', whatever its ahortcanings, is
their party.

And whether it be i n Montana or Delaware or Washington ve

mean to keep this party, the party of all the people and of all aectione of

the nation.

You know, aa do I, that tor a time, for eight years, during the
past tllree decadas, the people turned &liB¥ from Democratic Administrations
in the search tor national leadership.

I will not go into the reasons.

They are many and ccmplex.

But I ao knOW" that vben a youna man out

ot

Maaaachusetta, vibrant with a great human vitality and intelligence, tull
of decency and good aense gaw re.new.d expression to the sreat trad1 tiona
and finest ideals of the nation, the Am.rican people turned back to tbe

Damocratic party tar national leadership.

And when Iqndon B. Jobnaon

lifted the nation out ot 1 ta hour ot profound

trap~,

vhen be acted vi th

a sure hand and an ilJIDenM dedication--the people underscored their restored
confidence 1n the Democratic Party by g1ving him oDe of the greatest polltical
victori• in the history ot the Presi&mcy.
What have ve domto retain the restored public ooat1dence vhioh
began in 1960!

We have applied ideals

needs ot the people.

or

ot the party to the problala and

We have acted to carry the nation to t.he highest level

economic prosperity in history and we have kept it there tor tbe longest

continuous period since World War U.
cut was passed lut year .

To that end, an $11. 3 billion ta:x

!l'hat legislation and

acts of the past tour years have acted u
without significant inflation.

J:%l8.ey'

other legislative

beal~st.imUlants

to growth and

In the not-too-dietant t'uture, moreo-ver,

we shall move to reduce and to repeal various excise taxae on consumer goods,
dati:ng fran the Korean War 1 as a :turther stimulus to expansion ot the

eco~ .

Times, indeed, a.re good tor most Americans and in moat pa.rta of

tbe natf.on.

It is not on.1;y the function but the determined intention ot the

democratic nat101lal l.eaderehip to see to it that they attq good.

To tbat

end, the balance of p81YJ!*lta--the gol.d-prtbl.em, tha atill-obaC'tll'e implications

of auta:mticm, of price and wage movements- -of all the clear and not eo
clear forces which shape the nation ' s econany are being v:1tched with great
care by this Adminietraticn .
prospet·ity for granted.

Tb.is Administration llill not take national

The Leadership ot t he :ootion will not act unneces-

sarily but 1 t will not hesitate to act, as necessary 1 to keep the nation 1 a

econorrw 1n full momentum..
By the same token, the Administration is not going to overlook in

Washington tbe fact that, for millions ot Americans elsewhere, the tit.lea
are not so good.

This party cannot, should not and will not now, aeymore

than 1n tbo Clays of Pranklin D. Roosevelt, accept the propositicm that
nothing can be done about Aocrlcans who are outoi

national prosperity.

looking in on this great

1'his party io dotcrminod now as it vas then that

sanething can be done about this situation, that

&Cilething

must be done

about it.
And it 1a doing something about it.
Since

1961,

the National Leadership baa B0\18ht to open w-lder

econanic opportunities through many programs for those who have been lef't
behind in the great econanic surge forward.

About a billion and a half'

dollars vill be appropriated this year al.ooo for training and f'or other
special aid to Americans wbo need help so that they will be able to help

them.aelvea.
In tbe nearby Appalachian region, where vast impersonal econan:ic
forces have produced

appal.li~

human wastelands, a great effort of econo::nic

reotoration is under
v1ll be opent to

~.

In thirteen otatea, o rer

billion dollars

ncourage new industry, to provide better access , to inJect

modern skilla and techniques --to do all of the things Vhich are necessary to

bring thio region into the maitwtre

or

o.re hundredo

of Americ:a.n

to rial progress .

'l'here

tbouoands of American.o in this region, Americana vi thou.t

hope, Americana tearful of tanorrow..

'l'hat situation, w will strive to

change and ve shall PGrsiot in tbia cf.fort until it io cb.an8ed.

What 1o leaJ.-md. in Appala.chia, moreover, vill toll us ouch of what
neodo to be done elscvhere in the nati0111 in si

lar situations .

dane oucceesf'ully in Appal.achia will be done elsewhere.

untU the

p

of a. prosperous America io no lO!lger

of cconanic blight.

We shall continue until

deprivation are banished fiao the la.nd.

What is

We sbal1 continue

pock"i!~&rked

vith areas

a poverty and serious

We ohnll ccmtinue untU, not one-

third, not one-fourth, not one-fif'tb but untU no po.rt of the people of
thio nation shall go ill- clad, ill-housed or ill- fed .

That is a major aspect at the current reoponu1b1l1ty of this party.
If we are t o lea1-n to live with political prooparity o.nd not on 1t, we

mll

neglect no longer in thin time of e eonanic pX'03perity thooe vho have been
for too long neglected.

Wo v1ll not forget thoae in.co.n needs of the few

vbich nrc too eaf7Uy forgotten in tbe midst of
for the

ny.

surfeit or satisfactions

We will keep our concern for the nntion ' a economy and ve lrl.ll
also keep and deepen our concern for the old, for the young and others in

need of s ecial help .
We will spur the nation' s industry and ogricul.ture and we will
fllso net to clean up its rivera and hw:bors and the air above it .

We

will ac·t to preserve and extend the nation ' o open cpaces and wilderness 1
its lakos a.nd shoies for the benefit of a growing popu.1.ntion.

to 1t that the nation's ci tiP.s not

o~

We will see

remain g1-eat centers o:f coumerce but

are restored as places in vh1ch
oplc can live in decency and in aa.fety,
and sciences
as places in which the arts/are cultivated and encouraged.
John Fitzgerald Kenneey ex,presaud these cll.e.nsin5 needs o:f the

nation and he pointed the Democratic Party in the direction of meeting
them.

President Johnson has underscored, rei terotcd a.nd elaborated thia

direction when he has spoken of n great soc:t.ety.

It does not much matter wha.t

~

call tb.e objective .

But we

move in the :right directioo. vhen we pass 1 ns we shall pass, this year a
program of heal.th care for older ci t1zens .

The t:l:me has

COllle--in

this

session of Congress -· to put an end tiJ the crocodile tears over the plight
of older people who are f'aced ll1. t.h tbe devastating costs of illnesa and,
often, with an incc:me no larger thc.n n oocial security cheque.

It is time

to insure a d:lgni:fied and decent attention to the health needs of' these
people.

It is tme to insure that attention, not as a matter of charity,

but as a matter of' hard-earned right.

We :move, too, in the right direction vben w expand

ll8

ve have

expanded and vi1l continue to expand, 'tbrougb lcg1 la.ticm, the research
o.nd treatment :facllities :far the :cental.ly ill

nd t

thooe vho auf'fer in tbe whole range or dis aaeo

retarded and :for

d illnesses to which the

human species is heir .
We move, too, in the right dixect1on vhen w proVide, as this
Congre3o ond ·i to predecessor

h~ve

provided, for o vaot increaea in t he

educ3tional ;fc.c1l1ti s of the nation at all lovel.o, When w oct to bring
th

nation nearer to the goal.

for every cllUd in

t~

or an equal accoss to o411c tiou in excellence

land •

.And ... move in tru::

r~

dJ.rection

and \till continue to act, to 'tho end that vc oh!U.l fUlfill the y.n-pcse e.nd.

tro

pra:ds

or

the Cons'titution--vhen ve act tc tbo

nd that a.ll

rl.cans

\lithout regard to race, color, creed or origins Gball ahn.ro the pUblic

responnibilities of this nation and ahal.l have cqulto.ble access to its
opportunities .
We move in the right direction "'11en

\8

bring i'ecleral cooperation

to the hard-pressed states and munioipall tiea - -ao we have done and will
continue to do over a whole range of community and urban needa--!'or better

vater supplieD 1 tor cleaner air 1 tor recreational facill ties, for decent
hou:JiDg, for bettct• transporU.tion and, yes 1 tor a l1 ttle beauty along
vith the highways that knit tbo naticm together .

of the nation which must be aet and vhich your
is working to Deet.

These are some of the needs

rty ' s nat10Da1 leadership

And beyob:.d a.ll those proper de:o!lncis of the people on the party

in wtlich they have reposed their confidence, there is one other which is

over-riding.

It, too, is a most pro

thiG party to ai't'ice to

~ead

r damand .

The people did not elect

them to a great. wr, evan if there are some

llho would goad 1t in that dirc;mtion.

The

o,plc elected thia pa........cy to

order the det'euae and the intetna.tioool pol1.cieo of tbis nation in such a
1'a.chio1 as to safeguar·d

th~<,;:

natio.n•o freedom in peace .

party to work tor peace, to work for 1 t
i;nrou,sll al.l the ma(.:hi.nery, national
might

o

sobcl~.:cy 1

They elected thia

responsibl..v and relentlc.!laly 1

d inte.rnationnl, which is open or

ned.

And yet I vould be lese thon ho

vork i'or peace, tod.e;r, under

at w1th you 1:f I did not sey that

cloud and the cloud haa darkened.

It is

in tl

nature of warld-wide events that no single nation can control their

flov.

It is in the nature of foreign polic;"Y tlu.\t 1 t does not begin ll:f'resh

w1 th ca.ch change or administnLtion.

l'ea.lm.

Thet·a are no easy sollltions .

Thera are n<.' cheap soJ.utions in thl. s
In thia era,

~

live ever:y moment of

our livea in great danger of tbe end of l'ife tu:; we have lmo-.m it.
and we build in terms of years

~

We worlt

dedicated ef'tort and all of it can be

reduced to ashes in one bll.nding instant.

And, 'Wbat applies to u.s 1 to

every man, waaan and child in America applies to cvecy other nation in the
vorld.

So let there be no glib talk of quick and
solutions to tbe situation in Viet :N

inlosa mill tary

or 1n the Dominican Republic, or

anywhere else, however remote, mere t!lilitary force io in use or may cane

into use.

These situations are cause for deep concer ;fhat concern 1s

felt by the President and bt all vh':) are in positions or responsibility-democrats ond republicans alike --in the sovernment.

The President baa

not placed American m1l1 tnry forces 1n Viet Nam and the Daninican Republic
because he

eeka

great war.

He did not put them there because he seeks

to demonstrate that the American mi..litary llU.Gcle is strong,

He

put then

there because, on the basis of the facto available to h11:11 he saw no
alternative i f he vas to meet his reoponsibilities for the safety a.nd
treedan of t.he nation.

And there is every expectation that he vill take

them out just as soon as a satisfactory alternative 1s found.
I can aaaure you that the search for such an alternative goes
on, in the Presidency, in the Congress and in all available diplanatic
channelo .

It is right and proper and, in the laGt ana4'&1a, essential.,

that thio search go on.

We are even nov in the Daninican Republic,

preparing to reduce our unilateral effort as the arganiv.ation of American

otates, for the first time, moves an 1nter-Aoer1can force into that situation
1n an effort to saf'egua.rd the byotanaero and to insure the

the Daninican

tree choice

or

ople as to their polltical future .

That the American staters have agreed to act in this fashion is
a developnent of great significance:.

For the respons1b1li ties of peace are

ouch that they cannot be borne by a single nation acting alone.

The

responsibilities of peace, whether in Southeast Asia, in the Caribbean
or in Africa or aey-.dlere else v:ill be discharged auccesst'ul.ly in tie
end on]¥ if they can be discharged in coneart and in \tnderstanding "With
J!lat\Y other nations, 'Whether w:l. thin the United }lations 1 through regional

organizations or through the traditional channels of' diplanacy.
l'our Admintstrat ion will not be goaded by t.he voices of an

impatient arrogance either at home or abroad.
done for the safety of the nation.

It will do what must be

But it will continue the search in

concert vith other nations which was begun in earnest and vith f'imneas
and dedication, under the late President J ohn Fitf-8erald Kenned;y, tar a
secure peace .

It will seek this peace not all.y in Southeast Asia and the

Caribbean but throughout the world.

Por, 1n the end, it is

o~

i."l a

secure peace in the vcrld that this nation ' s own existence and freedan 'Will
be secure .
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Commencement Address by Senator Mike J.f.ansfield (D. , Montana)
Clarke College, Dubuque, Iowa
May 29, 1965, 2:00 p . m.
CDST

Before I begin my remarks to you, I should like to pay tribute
to the one person who, more than any other, is responsible for my being
here today .

I refer to Maureen Hayes Mansfield--who spent 7 happy years

at Clarke, who has so many friends here and who is responsible for m;y
being referred to, on occasion, as the 3rd Senator from Iowa.
It is not too difficult for a man in public life to gain recognition, provided he is lucky enough to share his private life vith an
exceptional wife .

All too often, the women vho stand with public figures

go unnoticed and unsung .

But I know and I a.'ll delighted to acknowledge that

i f I had not had t-faureen Mansfield by my side through the years, these years

of public life would not have been possible .

If I had not drawn

stre~gth

from her patience, if I had not found courage in her understanding --if I
had not had access to her wisdan, I would not be with you today .

You would

not have had occasion to invite me, for the simple reason that I would not
have had anything very much to say to you.
So, for making it possible for me to be here, for her enormous
assistance to me in a life of public service which has brought me much
personal fulfillment, I should like to add to the public honor which you have
bestowed on Maureen Mansfield, a public expression of my deep affection and
gratitude to her .

...
HOLD F.OR RELEASE ON DELiv3Rt

..
Ladies of the graduating class of 1965,
faculty, parents, relatives, and friends,

~

distingui~hed

members nf the

I am grateful for tAe privilege of

sharing in this gre.duation ceremony.
It is a pleasure to return to Clarke College.

The

CSIPUS

look exactly the same to me as on my visit here eight years ago.

does not

I detect the

presence of 'huUdillgs which were not around then and I note that the college
has expanded its facilities e.nd curriculum.

There is, however, a striking similarity between the graduating clasa
I e.ddressed in 1957 and the graduating claas of 1965.
class was--and the product of

today 'a

The product of the earlier

class is--a fiDe and Al.ert looking group

of graduates.
To you graduates, your diploma is the capstone of your college career.
~ 4..-t .!'..J..,<ff' -<--'-e.f.-'1.,.. . ' (.
It is for you, at once, the beginning and the continuance of what might be called
''Women's Journey in the United States."
That journey began with the very beginnings of the nation.
the years it has been marked b.Y change.
scarcely perceptible change.

And throU8h

In the earliest days 1 it was slow and

But in what historians eventually will record as

a relatively brief period of time, three factors have been instrumental in creating startling change in the role of wanen in our society.

These factors a.re

expanded educational opportunity, expanded economic opportunity, and expanded
political opportunity.
Almost fran the beg1nning 1 an elementary school education has been
ava.Ua.ble to both

boys

e.nd girls

in

this country.

•

But the door to a secondary

- 2 -

school education for a girl opened more slowly.

Nevertheless, by the end of the

19th century, twice as many girls as. boys vere being

awarded ~h~gh

school diplomas

because, for work reasons, males constituted a higher percentage of school
dropouts .
At the higher education level a real distinction between educational
opportunity for males and for females has existed until very recent times.

It

was almost 200 years after Harvard University was founded to provide higher
education for men that Oberlin College in 1833 broke ranks to provide instruction
at the advanced level to what was referred to as "the misguided and neglected
sex."

In spite of this breakthrough, it was a long time before the concept of

free choice for women in educational pursuits received any general acceptance .
Even fifty years ago, for example, it would have been pointless for a girl to
prepare for a career in politics or international affairs.
As soon as women were given a fair crack at educational opportunities,
they proved that they did, indeed, possess brainpower equal to that of men.
Nowadays, women earn one-third of all B.A.'s, one-third of all M.A.'s and onetenth of all Ph.D. 's .
capable and trained.

Virtually no profession is closed to a woman who is
What is of the essence, of course, is this nation's

general and growing recognition that an equitable educational opportunity
should be available to all, regardless of the individual's color or sex or the
station in life in which he or she was born.
And as with educational changes, expanded economic opportunity bas
also brought a significant transition in the role of women in our society.

In

the relationship of women to work outside the home, statistics reveal that 1n
the span of sixty years--from 1900 to 196o--the number of American women earning
paychecks increased almost fivefold.

Today, more than half of the women who are

working are married, and one in every three workers in the United States is a
woman.

- 3 It is clear that some women must work to support themselves and
dependents. And some women work to supplement familY income .

But i ncreasing

numbers of married women are working because they find they can successfully
blend the responsibilities of family life with those of a part- or a fUll- time
job .

After her children are grown up many a mar ried woman bas virtually a.

second adult lifetime which may be dedicated to self- development, the use of
talents and skills, and service to family and to community, in its broadest sense .
A third factor to bear in mind as instrumental in the changing nature
of women ' s journey in the United States is expanded political opportunity .
Remember, woman ' s universal right to vote dates back only to 1920--when the
19th Amendment to the Constitution was finally approved.

As you know 1 Congress

now has before it a bill which seeks to secure this fundamental right irrespective of color.

It is a. good time to note that just a few decades ago about half

the entire population did not have this right just because they were women.
That is a measure of the distance we have come in a relativelY short time.
I will note parenthetically that in the field of political rights, a
great change in the status of women has occurred not only in this nation but
throughout the world .

Of the 119 nations that currently are members of the

United Nations and the Specialized Agencies , 106 countries give women full and
equal political rights to vote and hold office; six countries grant women
partial rights ; and in only seven countries are women accorded no political
rights.
The forces that have revolutionized the role of women in our society
are forces that are simmering or stirring beneath or above the surface in the
developing nations of the world.
evil.

In all change there is potential for good or

The crux of the matter is the direction change takes .

In the explosive

and complicated wor ld of which we are a part , there is ideological confrontation

- 4between the Communist world and the free nations over the direction change is
to take in those newer nations engaged in a search for identity.
afford to ignore nor to neglect the winds of change .

We cannot

It behooves us--in fact

it is essential for us as a nation--to help to shape change in a fashion so as
to create those conditions under which all peoples can live and prosper in peace .
The women of this nation should be willing to contribute in that undertaking
and their contribution should be welcomed.
One area in the United States where a change in the role of women has
been particularly significant is in the field of politics .

Today--only 45 years

following ratification of the Suffrage Amendment--women occupy political offices
at all levels of government.

They serve as mayors and on town and city boards.

They are members of state legislatures and occupy state elective and appointive
posts .
Women are also active in political party councils.

As you have

doubtless noticed on television, women are much in evidence at political conventions where they act as delegates, speakers, contrirutors to party platforms,
and, last, but not least, occasionally as a Vice Presidential or Presidential
candidate.

As a Democrat 1 I do not wish to be in the position of advising the

Republican Party but it is no secret that I favored Senator Margaret Chase Smith
as that party's candidate for the Presidency in the last election.

The

Republicans did not heed my advice and you know what happened last November.

f'.tY State of Montana sent the first woman to the United States Congress
in 1917 .
politics.

Since then, the role of women has continued to expand in national
OVer sixty women have been members of the House of Representatives,

and ten currently serve in that boqy .

Ten women have been members of the Senate .

Currently, Margaret Chase Smith, a Republican from Maine and Maurine Neuberger,
a Democrat from Oregon, make a great contribution to the Senate and the nation.
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They do so because they are intelligent, vjse ,and immensely skilled Senators
and equally because they are charming and gracious women.
The scope of politics is broad.

It covers a wide range of activities--

from doorbell ringing or "getting out the vote" on election day to waging a
political campaign or serving in public office,

How effectively small tasks

are performed often can mark the difference between a victory and a defeat for
a candidate.
Anything men can do in politics, women can do, and in many instances,
better.

Through participation in politics, you graduates can make your voices

heard and your views felt in our democratic system of government.

Politics

offers you a way of helping to promote good candidates for office, to keep good
officials in office, and to ensure good government across-the-board.

Politics

offers you a way of tra.oslating into political action your own ideas and thoughts.
Politics offers you a means of influencing public attitudes, governmental
policies, and world events.

I trust you will accept those offers and make them

at least a part of your contract with life.
Women's journey in the field of international affairs, like that of
politics, is of rather brief duration.

The first American woman to became a

Foreign Service Officer was appointed in 1922 and assigned to Bern, Switzerland,
as Third Secretary of Legation.

To~

over 250 women serve as Foreign Service

Officers and close to 75 as Foreign Service Reserve Officers.

6.6 percent of

~he

total Foreign Service Officer complement.

Women comprise
This is a small

but significant proportion when it is considered that most of a Foreign Service
employee's career is spent in assignments overseas.

It is a career difficult

for a woman to combine with the responsibilities of marriage, and most women,
at least at the last count,

are still interested in getting married.

- 6 Franklin Roosevelt was the first President to nominate a woman to a
high diplomatic post.

During his first administration, he appointed as Minister

to Denmark Ruth Bryan Owen.

Our first woman diplomat to attain the rank of

ambassador was appointed by President Truman, and the first woman ambassador
chosen from career ranks was nominated by President Eisenhower .

At the present

time there are two women ambassadors, Margaret J . Tibbetts , a career Foreign
Service Officer serving in Norway, and Catherine White , Ambassador to Denmark.
I anticipate Senate approval soon of President Johnson ' s recent nomination of
another outstanding lady Mrs . Patri cia Roberts Harris

to be Ambassador to

Luxembourg . Mrs . Harris, a lawyer, would become our first Negro woman to serve
in an ambassadorial post .
OUr natural inclination is to associate foreign affairs primarily
with the Department of State and Foreign Service.

Yet many women also work in

other agencies of government which have important responsibilities in the field
of foreign affairs- - the United States Information Agency, the Agency for International Development , the Central Intelligence Agency, and the Peace Corps .
Some of you graduates may be considering the PeRce Corps .

It is a

wonderful opportunity to serve your fellow man and to enrich your own experience .

Women volunteers from Iowa have been dispatched to such faraway places

as Turkey, Brazil, the Philippines , Thailand, Pakistan, Nigeria, and Ethiopia.
They have been teachers of music, English, general science, mathematics, or
physical education .

They have been nurses or

h~e

economists or social, ccmmun-

ity development, or agricultural extension workers .

I might allude at this point to the Feace Corps' domestic counterpart
known as Volunteers in Service to America 1 or VISTA 1 in short .

That prograzt

is attracting its share of qualified young women volunteering to join in trying
to put an end to poverty in the United Stat es .
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No resume of women ' s accomplishments in the field of international
affair s is complete without mention of women who have served this country with
distinction in various United Nations posts.

Eleanor Roosevelt was the first

chairman of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

Mrs. Roosevelt's

place in history will be measured not only by her tangible achievements and
distinctions such as that one, but by the intangible contributions she made
through her outpouring to others of sincerity, warmth, conviction, and
understanding .
Two other women have ably represented this nation on the U. N. Human
Rights Commjssion--Mary Pillsbury Lord and Marietta Tree, whose appointment by
President Johnson carried with it ambassadorial rank.
I have called attention to some of the noteworthy attainments of women
in the field of international affairs .

But I do not want to leave you with the

impression that you graduates cannot make a significant foreign policy contribution unless you are a Peace Corps volunteer, an expert on foreign aid, or an
AKbassador .

In every community there is a genuine need for citizens who take

an interest in and acquire comprehension of foreign policy problems.

It is

fallacious to assume that foreign policy problems are too complex for anyone
but the expert to grasp .

It i s wrong for any individual in this twentieth

century to assume that his concerns end at the county, state, or national
boundary line .
What are some of the ways in which you increase understanding of the
world in which we live and enhance other people's understanding of us?
keep yourself informed on inter national affaire .

You can

You can become an active par-

ticipant in one or more of any number of volunteer or professional organizations
that study specific for eign policy issues or engage in other activi ties related
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to foreign affairs; you can

c~unicate

to your elected representatives

any ideas you have; you can take foreign visitors sightseeing or invite
them to visit your homes .
Most important, you can make intelligent use of the unparalleled
sources of information which are available in this nation, particularly
the press .

Newspapers, large and small, those printed in the metropolitan

centers of our country and those that abound in smaller cities, have done
an outstanding job of supplying facts and informed opinion on national
and 1nternati cnal devclopnents.
toes .

~ey

'!bey have helped to keep government on its

have served to bring to the public an independent picture of

our national policies at hcce and abroad.
And while I am on this subject, I want to say a vord of praise
for the

~rican

men and

w~n

who report the news .

~ey

do an excellent

jcb even 1t' I n:a.y scmetmes suffer personally at their hands .

The reporter's

job is to turn the light on, regardless of the inadequacies in government
which may be exposed.

Management of news by government can never be

squared with our continuing and growing need for a fully informed and alert
public .

It can never be squared in other words, with the needs of a

democratic society.
And in no aspect of this nation's public affairs is a press contribution more essential than in foreign policy .

~e

function of the news -

papers is to point up the facts as they see them--the strengths and weaknesses, the consistencies and inconsistencies, the reasons for and reasons
against our policies and our posture.

- 9Ue will never safeguard this nation by deprecating,. in the name
of national policy or of a superior governmental wisdom, the free press
which is one of the principal institutions by which freedcm is maintained.
Government officials are almost always inclined to think- -and understandably-that they know better than the press what is transpiring in the world or
any segment of it am what to do about it.

But time and again events have

indicated that on many occasions they do not .

In this connection, I think,

for example, of the work of American correspondents in Viet Nam and the
Dominican Republic which has been outstanding in every respect .

One some-

times has the impression that the accuracy of the press reporting and some
of the press analysis in both places may very well have been greater in many
instances than the great flow of information which has ccme to

~lashington

through official channels .
I want to say, too, that over the years as a member of the
Foreign Relations Committee, in secret or public sessions, the flow of
information from the Executive Branch to the Senate on the international
situation is more copious but many times no more revealing or lucid than that
which has been carried in the great newspapers of the nation.
In short, I want to stress to you the indispensable service which
the press of the nation performs in our society. It must continue to reflect
with its own eyes,
the truth as it sees the truth, directly,jand not as it is reflected in the
retina of "official positions . " The two may be and often are identical.
That is fortuitous when it is the case .

But when it is not, there must be

no forced convergence in the name of a national unity.
unity can never be more than skin deep.

For that kind of

It is not a source of strength.

Rather, it is a source of a dangerous and delusive weakness.
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The basic work of the Press leads to the asking of the incisive
questions which in a democracy need to be asked by the people and
answered by their government.

And, so, ao in the case of the situation

in Viet Nam and the Dcminican Republic,

tr~

press provides the impetus

and stimulus for a searching and continuing public debate which is likely
to go on and should go on until there is a satisfactory resolution of
critical national questions .

'1t' "' ,..

_s~''f ~e other day I read a magazine description of the ccmpos 1te
American woman .

She was portrayed as "good-looking, youthful, energetic,

capable, independent, restless, confused, frustrated, spoiled--lucky . "
I shall reserve comment on that characterization on the grcunds that were

I to do otherwise, I might incriminate myself .

But I think you graduates

and I would both agree that you have been lucky in having the opportunity
to attend this institution of higher learning where the pursuit of excellence
is emphasized and the quest for truth is encouraged.
Moreover, I think you are lucky to be living in the twentieth
century, a century of unfolding opportunity, unprecedented demands, and
unparalleled hope.

Of you wcmen, much will be asked.

You will be expected

to possess capacity for change, clarity of thought, and courage of conviction .
You will be expected to work hard.

You vill be expected to have purpose

and to be willing to commit yourself to service in useful articulation of the
needs of ycur family 1 your cCIIimuni ty 1 your country and the world .
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Your church, family, friends, community and schools have
influenced your development into what you

~·

Hhat you beccrr.e and

what you do in the future is your challenge in the years ahead.

Hhat you

become and what you do can make a difference in shaping the face of the
future world.

Responsibility for our nation's survival in freedom and for

the future of all mankind is a responsibility all Americans share.
I should like to leave you with my hope for your part of the
women's journey in the United States which you start today, a hope expressed
in an old Gaelic blessing:

"May the road rise to meet you .
May the wind always be at your back.
ll.ay the sun shine warm upon your face
And the rains fall soft upon your fields .
And, until we meet again, may God hold you
in the hollow of His hand."

CongrcsGioneJ. necord, p . ll786-88

June 2 , 1965
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